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Rosie the Riveter was a media propaganda creation devised to encourage women to fill in for men while they were fighting World War II. How women helped win the war.





During World War II, so many men were sent off to war, and so much new production was needed to support that war effort that there was a gross shortage of manpower to staff factories and manufacturing plants. As a result, propaganda was distributed through print, film and radio to encourage women to take over their jobs for the duration of the war. There was a catch, however. When the war was over, they were supposed to give the jobs right back. 


Rosie the Riveter was the name given to the woman depicted on many of the propaganda posters. In the most famous one, she is wearing a red and white bandana to cover her hair, and she has rolled back the sleeve of her blue coverall to expose a flexed bicep. The expression on her face was confident and determined. want it or wasn't around to do The caption above her head reads, "We Can Do It!" in bold letters. Women who had been employed in fields predominated by women- pink collar secretarial positions, domestic jobs and lower paying industrial positions were eager to try their hands at the new opportunities. Soon they were successfully doing things only men had done before. Women became taxi and streetcar drivers, operated heavy construction machinery, worked in lumber and steel mills, unloaded freight, built dirigibles, made munitions and much more. Men's jobs always paid more, and this was women's only chance to step up and earn more. The slogan, "Do the job he left behind" said a lot. She could do it as long as he didn't it. As soon as soldiers began to return home, women were forced out of these jobs, even if they had no other means of support. A great many women would have preferred to stay in their industrial jobs, but the influx of men and the attitudes of the day prevented it.


Despite the way they were discarded at the end of the war, these female workers had much to do with the success of the United States during World War II and their contribution should not be forgotten. In a very direct way, women helped win the war











Who Was Rosie the Riveter?
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Female WWII aviators honored with gold medal





“Thirty-eight WASPS were killed in service.”





WASHINGTON – A long-overlooked group of women who flew aircraft during World War II were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal on Wednesday.


Known as Women Airforce Service Pilots, or WASPs, they were the first women to fly U.S. military planes.irs, came to the Capitol to accept the medal, the highest civilian honor bestowed by Congress.


In thanking them for their service, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said these women pilots went unrecognized for too long."Women Air Force Service Pilots, we are all your daughters, you taught us how to fly," Pelosi said.


In accepting the award, WASP pilot Deanie Parrish said the women had volunteered to fly the planes without expectation that they would ever be thanked. Their mission was to fly noncombat missions to free up male pilots to fly overseas."Over 65 years ago to fly noncombat missions to free up male pilots to fly overseas."Over 65 years ago we each served our country without any expectation of recognition or glory and we did it without compromising the values that we were taught growing up ... We did it because our country needed us," Parrish said. Thirty-eight WASPS were killed in service. But they were long considered civilians, not members of the military, and thus were not entitled to the pay and benefits given to the men. When their unit was disbanded in 1944, many even had to pay their own 








bus fare home from a Texas airfield. They were afforded veteran status in 1977 after a long fight. It's estimated that about 300 WASP aviators are still alive.


Sens. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, and Barbara Mikulski, D-Md., along with Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., and Susan Davis, D-Calif., led the push in Congress to get the women recognized.


The Congressional Gold Medal was awarded in 2000 to the Navajo Code Talkers and in 2006 to the Tuskegee Airmen.





“She became the first American woman to receive French military honors at her funeral.











 NAME: Freda McDonald aka Josephine Baker �FAMILY BACKGROUND: Josephine Baker's mother was Carrie McDonald and her father was Eddie Carson. Arthur Martin was her stepfather. Her siblings were Richard, Margaret and Willie Mae. Josephine's first husband was Willie Wells; her second husband was Willie Baker; her third husband was Jean Lion; and, her fourth husband was orchestra leader Jo Bouillon. Her twelve adopted children were: Akio (male), Janot (male), Luis (male), Jari (male), Jean-Claude (male), Moise (male), Brahim (male), Marianne (female), Koffi (male), Mara (male), Noel (male), Stellina (female). Josephine's last marriage was to American Artist Robert Brady.
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Josephine Baker








Mary Edwards Walker  was – and remains – the only woman ever to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor – the highest military award of the U.S. at the time. 


In 1917, Congress revised the standards for the Medal of Honor to include only “actual combat with an enemy,” and took away the medals of 911 honorees, including Mary. But she refused to give it back, despite it becoming a crime to wear an ‘unearned’ medal. She had worn it, and continued to wear it, from the day she got it until she died. Mary’s great-grandniece Ann Walker fought for years to have the medal restored. 





Finally on June 11, 1977, President Carter reinstated Mary’s medal, citing her “distinguished gallantry, self-sacrifice, patriotism, dedication and unflinching loyalty to her country, despite the apparent discrimination because of her sex.” Today, it’s on display in the Pentagon’s women’s corridor.








“– the only woman ever to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor –.”
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Sally Ride





Meet a Super Scientist! 


Astronauts aren't born — they go to school and learn about science just like everyone else! Dr. Mae Jemison's curiosity and energy led her to learn about many things. She went to the library and dancing school. She even acted in school plays and was elected to her school government. And even though astronauts are brave, Dr. Jemison had to conquer her own feelings of fear growing up, too, as all children do. 


�


After getting her Ph.D. in physics, Sally Ride starts looking for a job. An ad in the college paper catches her eye. NASA wants astronauts, and for the first time, women will be considered. Ride applies, along with 1,251 other women and about 7,000 men. In January 1978, NASA chooses 35 astronauts, including six female scientists. One of them is Sally K. Ride. When Sally gets the news, she is thrilled. "I'm so excited. I'd like to go up tomorrow!" she says.











DESCRIPTION OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Overcoming the limitations imposed by the color of her skin, she became one of the world's most versatile entertainers, performing on stage, screen and recordings. Josephine was decorated for her undercover work for the French Resistance during World War II. She was a civil rights activist. She refused to perform for segregated audiences and integrated the Las Vegas nightclubs. She adopted twelve children from around the world whom she called her "Rainbow Tribe."  


DATE OF DEATH: Josephine died in 1975, in her sleep, after a large party given in her honor.


PLACE OF DEATH: She died in Paris and was buried in Monaco. She became the first American woman to receive French military honors at her funeral. 
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“In January 1978, NASA chooses 35 astronauts, including six female scientists. One of them is Sally K. Ride.”





“Who was the first Black woman elected to Congress?”











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.nwhp.org/whm/images/navajo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT ��� 


1. Who founded Bethune-Cookman College, established the National Council of Negro Women, and served as an advisor on minority affairs to President Franklin D. Roosevelt?


2. What woman was the first African-American woman to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. ? 


3. What Black woman refused to give up her seat to a White man, in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955, thus sparking the civil rights movement of the following decade?


 4. Who was the first woman to run for President of the United States (1872)?


5. Who opened up social work as a profession for women, and also won the 1931 Nobel Peace Prize for her anti-war organizing work?


6. Which Mexican-American woman has repeatedly been the leading money winner in the Ladies Professional Golf Association?


 7. Who was the first woman Poet Laureate of the United States?


 8. Who was the first “First Lady” to have developed her own political and media identity?


 9. Who wrote the first version of the Equal Rights Amendment, in 1923?


10. Who was the first Black woman elected to Congress?


11. What leading suffragist was arrested and convicted of attempting to vote in the 1872 election?


12. Who was the first Chinese-American woman ever elected to hold a statewide office in the United States?


 13. What journalist traveled around the world in 72 days in 1890?


 14.  What woman was turned down by 29 medical schools before being accepted as a student, graduated at the head of her class, and became the first licensed woman doctor in the U.S.?


15.  What former slave was a powerful speaker for the rights of women and Black people?


16. When was the Equal Rights Amendment first introduced into Congress?


17. Who was the last queen of the Hawaiian Islands, deposed because American business interests wanted to annex Hawaii to the U.S.?


18. Which woman was banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony for holding religious discussion meetings in her home?


19. Who spoke out for the advancement of American Indians’ rights from speaker’s platforms nationwide and before Congressional committees in the 1880s?


20. Who drove a stagecoach across the roughest part of the West without anyone knowing until she died that she was a woman?


21. Who was the first Hispanic woman to serve as U.S. Treasurer?


22. Who was the Shoshone Indian woman who served as guide and interpreter on the Lewis and Clark expedition?


23. Who was Chair of the Board and publisher of The Washington Post and Newsweek magazine, and also oversaw six broadcasting stations?


24. About 20,000 women shirtwaist workers staged a strike for better working conditions.  Their action was called the “Uprising of the 20,000.”  When and where did his strike occur?


25. When did officials of Little League Baseball announce that they would “defer to the changing social climate” and let girls play on their teams?


26. As vice president of the United Farm Workers, what woman has been vital in speaking for civil and economic rights for farm workers throughout the U.S.?


27. When did Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 go into effect, prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex in federally funded school programs and activities?


28. What woman was invited to teach nuclear physics at Princeton University, even though no female students were allowed to study there?


29. What woman served as a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad, freeing hundreds of southern slaves and leading them to safety in the North?  A $40,000 reward was offered for her capture.


30. What woman is credited with helping free more than 2,000 Chinese women and children smuggled into San Francisco to be sold as slaves?


31. Who was the first African-American woman poet to have her works published?


edition or you can summarize some generic questions that are frequently asked about your organization.


A listing of names and titles of managers in your organization is a good way to give your newsletter a personal touch. If your organization is small, you may want to list the names of all employees.


If you have any prices of standard products or services, you can include a listing of those here. You may want to refer your readers to any other forms of communication that you’ve created for your organization.


You can also use this space to remind readers to mark their calendars for a regular event, such as a breakfast meeting for vendors every third Tuesday of the month, or a biannual charity auction.


If space is available, this is a good place to insert a clip art image or some other graphic.





Test Your Knowledge of Women's History 
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“Who was the first African-American woman poet to have works published?”
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Detroit Enterprise Computing Center


Diversity Equal Opportunity Advisory Committee (DEEOAC)


Mission Statement





The Mission of our Committee is to:


Ensure fairness and integrity in the application of all Equal Employment Opportunity and Diversity Programs for current and future employees;


Educate current and future employees to understand their obligation to respect and value diversity within our workforce.
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